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ethics. Thrones and kingdoms have been 
shaken, the nations have been startled, 
sceptres have fallen down, and international con- 
fidences have crumpled up as dry leaves before a 
withering prairie-fire. The most trusted and the 
most lauded philosophical systems have gone, too, 
into the pile. While the conflagration is on, no man 
knows what is safe, where the road leads to, or 
whither it will end. If crises are the birth-hours of 
new and creative energies, then it may be, perhaps, 
we shall discover new roads towards a common 
unity of human society, and when we have learned 
how, walk therein. But whence and when? 
Somewhere God may let loose a great thinker 
on this planet who shall straighten out the tangle. 
It is a critical situation when even moralists and 
littérateurs write of the “ epic majesty of War,” and 
when, withal, the stars of the first ecclesiastical 
magnitude find themselves forced to take sides in 
the arena of the government of force. In Press and 


on platform, in college halls and in the market- 
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Gee om has gone wrong in the world of 
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places, the extreme gravity of the crisis is being 
appreciated. It presents at one and the same time 
a challenge and a call. At the “ psychological 
~ moment,” when the most brilliant moralists, scientists, 
and statesmen had announced the conversion of the 
world “ by the deliberative processes of education and 
by the inborn moral law within us, the foundations 
of our much-vaunted civilisation have ignominiously 
collapsed. 

Some time the contradictions that now loom out 
so ominously in the breakdown of human society 
may be clarified, but, until the demonstration is~ 
made, and the War-clouds disperse, it is not easy to 
focus the rationale, or to catch the light of a faith 
that claims to be the peerless peace-gleam shining 
its rays athwart the centuries. In the mists of sin 
we have lost the Pilot. When civilisation, therefore, 
breaks step with national righteousness, ethics get 
bewildered, and the welter of War breaks up faith, 
dims hope, and eclipses love. In the light of these 
facts, and in these times of momentous international 
upheaval, it may be seriously admitted that the 
caption under which we write—the anarchy of 
ethics—fits the facts. 

Somehow the deepened flushes of our first call to 
duty, as a neighbour state committed by its signatory 
obligations to guard a weaker state, hold us still. 
May its anchor never drag! With the soul of its 
ancient greatness and splendid chivalry, England 
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with magnificent devotion dared the tyrant—and 
Belgium lives! The War proceeds, enlarges, em- 
bitters, reaches stalemate, produces surprises, staggers 
humanity, makes statesmen nonplussed, involves 
neutrals in the inextricable labyrinth that abnormal 
situations create, makes victors and vanquished alike 
sick of the unparalleled slaughter-reddened skies of 
flame, the reign of rapine, brutism, and unbridled 
force. Then it is that reason becomes giddy, as the 
storm and the whirlwind devastate and make riot of 
all the doctrines of gospellers, philosophers, and 
moralists, and send them like chaff before the gale. 
Something has gone radically wrong, and one has 
the sense of shock, as when in a ship at sea the 
usual rumbling ceases, and the ominous break and 
tension suggest that something has gone wrong in 
the engine-rooms. And the end is not yet. 


An Undivine Civilisation 


Emerson fancifully played upon certain moral 
situations when he expressed himself, saying, “ There 
is a crack in everything that God has made.” 
History and philosophy afford no basis in fact for 
this absurd theory. At the same time, one is forced 
to admit a sense of bewilderment when soulless might 
out-distances moral right, and does it, withal, under 
the egis of the new ré/e of the “ Ubermensch”—the 
Superman, as evidenced in the crime of the Lusztanza, 
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the general submarine piracy, Louvain, Rheims, the 
sacked homes of Ja belle France, the ruin of 
historic Poland. And on the other hand the devasta- 
tion of Eastern Prussia, the spoliation of the high- 
lands of the Tyrol, the tragedy of Alsace-Lorraine, 
the immolation of Serbia, the pouring out of the 
blood-red wine of life in the Champagne districts, 
not to mention the millions of weeping widows, the 
violation of girlhood, sacrilegious vandalism, and the 
mutual savagery of hand-to-hand slaughter between 
foes (that have no inherent feud as between man and 
man). The argument is massed, enriched, and made 
irresistible that War is a reversion to savagery, and 
indeed that, at its sum total, z¢ sectles nothing ! 

It has seemed to impress itself more and more 
upon the sensitised plate of the human mind, in 
these dark days of national stress and strain, that 
our present civilisation is largely pagan because it 
is selfish. It has jumped the track and become 
déraillé right where its potential arguments had 
built up a case for a regeneration through civilisa- 
tion, Z/us science, p/us the human veneer of material 
progress and advancement, but which, in a very 
pronounced and sadly demonstrated sense, lacks the 
vital Life and Spirit of Gop. Nothing has been 
more strikingly evident, in the whole course of this 
terrible War, than has been the costly revelation that 
merely scientific and un-religious advancement can 
give, withal, to the forces of organised evil the most 
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splendid and the most devilish equipment. Modern 
civilisation, be it deplored, has been lessoned in the 
‘theory that the relation of state to state is grounded 
on and dominated by national selfishness. Nor are 
the lessons difficult of mutual recognition. It is a 
sad fact. The belief that the ethical is higher than 
the spiritual is not far removed from the “ made- 
in-Germany religion” that the physical is stronger 
than the spiritual; and the one is as much pagan 
as is the other, even though, in the present distress, 
the armed theology of the modern Huns has, in 
asserting itself, met and deserved the withering blast 
of an outraged world. When our own national life 
is zot a brotherhood, it becomes infinitely harder for 
us to recognise other nations in the mutual interests 
of the body corporate. 


When Peace Policies Lapsed! 


The lurid flashlights of the early days of August 
in 1914 that revealed the great plot of the 
“ Deutschland tiber Alles” militarism, and the rapid 
mobilisation of unparalleled forces, equipped and 
arrayed, as the Prussian War Office declared, “to the 
last button and bayonet,” gave the lie to the official 
parliamentary statements of “guaranteed peace 
policies.” Then, again, the disguised form of 
Warfare, in bitter bellicose Pressism, and in the 
strained tone and tenor of the exchange of journal- 
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istic Notes between Berlin and London for a decade, 
had ominously and fatefully predicted the ultimate 
appeal to the sword. Given a pile of kindling, dry 
and hot as strained anger, it only needed a single 
match, as witness the untoward incident in the 
Balkan fiasco, to set a whole prairie-continent on 
fire. And this is just where the world-powers were 
blinded and thrown down. European “peace 
policies,” seen in the light of the tremendously high 
premiums paid for them, by State control, in 
“preparedness for war,” seem to have badly lapsed. 
Armaments. had about reached their limit, and— 
exploded! The impact has detonated in every con- 
tinent, and has caused a universal moral paralysis, 
and such a_ political crisis as is unparalleled in 
history. But it does not need much imagination to 
see, that when the first finger is quivering on the 
trigger of a gun, it is not a very long way to the 
smell and the hell of shot and shell. It suggests 
the thought that something has gone seriously 
wrong with a world that has struggled so hard, and 
climbed so high, and then to fall so low. One is 
led, almost unwillingly, to ask, whether this world- 
war is not a world-judgment. When the organised 
forces of Christianity, or rather Christendom, accepted 
the planes of political judgment as valid for its 
own moral judgments, it fell. Bismarckian policy 
raised this blare of trumpet-call that “the law of the 
State is the Divine dictum” and that “ the King can 
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do no harm,” and it chilled and separated the State 
from the Church, disendowed it, and finally kept it 
under the deadening anesthetic of favoured tolera- 
tion. And no Voltaire or passionate Crusader arose 
to sting the conscience to awakening; no faith and 
fire burned in the pews, because the pulpit was 
frigid and lifeless. So the inevitable happened. 
The inference is so plain that a child can read 
clearly the logic of the case, that if the Church wills 
to accept worldly values in respect of one thing, it 
must in the very nature of things accept them all 
round, and then, sure as law is law, it loses its 
Spiritual sense and estimates on things. This 
means, in any normal issues, or in any crisis, that 
the Church agrees to the subordination of moral 
principles to the exigencies of political systems; and 
a consequent lowering of spiritual standards under 
the pressure of complicated political exigencies, and 
where moral judgments are bound to be coloured by 
the general sense of the necessities of the State. 


Germany’s Armed Theology 


But there is another side of the picture. It is a 
common axiom that a picture has a right to be 
judged in its best light. Thus, both England and 
Germany—for mainly the conflict is between two 
powers—have a right to be judged, not by what they 
are at their worst, but by what they are at their 
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best. Even if Professor Harnack and Dr. Haeckel 
still sanction the dictum that “ War zs a fall 
forward,’ and though the “higher critics” and the 
“levelling rationalists” continue to chant the weird 
praises of such moral abnormalities in the persons of 
Treitschke, Krupp, Bernhardi, Hollweg, and others, 
with like glaring inconsistencies, it must still be 
remembered that this vicious brand of Pan-Germanic 
theology, with its psychic delusions and the so- 
called persecution mania of their “fighting for 
national existence,’ does not embrace the sanctions 
of the whole of the Fatherland. On the other hand, 
there are sections of the German Press which openly 
avow that the Kaiser and his military party are 
drunk with the idea of Imperial domination, and 
are set in array to slay and destroy democracy, or 
superimpose the ultimatum of the surrender of all 
Europe to the iron imposition of the Imperial idea. 
Ina recent article in The Christian, an editorial 
most ably written points out the case in these words: 
“The great events of to-day are investing life with a 
degree of seriousness to which we have long been 
strangers. As the fortunes of the War vary, and the 
cost of even temporary victories is realised in its 
immensity, we are all beginning to understand the 
magnitude of the duty which confronts us, the 
seriousness of its issue, and the extreme gravity of 
the situation. While every available resource is 
being pressed into service, there is nevertheless a 
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widespread uneasy apprehension that all is not well 
with us, It reveals itself in the secular Press, as 
in the speech of all seriously-minded men. Even 
those who are more or less indifferent to moral con- 
siderations are beginning to realise that somehow we 
have ‘ slipped a cog’ and that the real lack of the 
hour is of a moral awakening and regeneration,” 
This is, indeed, the real issue, and it is becoming a 
strong conviction, among all classes, and even on the 
far-flung battle-line of the conflict, and even among 
the masses of khaki-clad humanity fighting in the 
trenches, and on the high seas, that when the soul 
of the Nation is recovered, and not till then, will 
Britain begin to tread the one sure path of victory, 
and in the new renaissance of a true spiritual 
recovery fulfil her high national and international 
mission in the world, 


**God’s Drastic Medicine” 


One thing is certain, whichever way the fortunes 
of the War bend, and it is this, we can never be 
the same people that we were a year or s0 ago, 
While we flaunt the mediocrity of that superficial 
pamphleteer General von Bernhardi, who natvely 
states that “War is God’s drastic medicine for the 
human race,” we are all mellowed to a more just 
standard of moral values, and are ready for a new 
adjustment of social and political principles which 
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will ensure the stability of the State and people, amd 
guarantee that never again shall the resort be made to 
arms asa means of settling international disputes, if that 
is at all possible in this age of reason and dispensation 
of national and competitive aspirations. If, on the 
other hand, the satire of the cold and artless bias of 
the Kaiser and of Bernhardi and his school is agreed 
upon by Teuton and Allies, that the law of love 
“can claim no significance for the relations of one 
country to another,” then the world-service which 
Christianity has rendered in the rearing of those 
architectonic principles which have been struggling 
to build up a new world and to foster the mutual 
elevation of mankind is void of all dynamic forces, 
and the alternative is the continual breaking-forth, 
again and again, of those forces of War which more 
and more will attain unto a more brutal and desolating 
adaptability for ruin and destruction. What is needed 
isa positive message, and not a damnable negation. 
And still no prophet arises! Oh for a Knox, 
a Luther, a Joan of Arc, or some prophet-preacher 
with a vision and a voice who might arise and 
catch the magnificent spirit of chivalry and devotion, 
which is now being poured out sacrificially at 
the bloody shrines of Odin, and switch them on to 
higher levels and saner ideals. Then there would 
be hope that the present failure of civilisation, with 
its inadequate idea of God, and its false conceptions 
of moral regeneration, might go a long way towards 
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recovering the lost soul-life of the nations, and prove 
to have been the means towards ending the War, 
destroying militarism, renovating society, and lighting 
anew that inextinguishable hope of the ultimate 
brotherhood of humanity in which the good of the 
one may be seen in the light of the good of 
each and all. 


The Nonnolation of Law 


Christianity and civilisation! The situation sup- 
plies a theme for a satirist to essay a panegyric, or 
an artist to become blind in finding a place for a 
picture scene. Well might the seriously-minded ask, 
in all concern, whether the Church has lost its rudder. 
The immolation of law is a crime at any time, and 
in any circumstances; but when it finds religion in 
the darkest nights of human history, stranded in the 
tangled skeins of political antagonisms, the causes 
of which are contrary to her life and _ spirit, 
the situation is, to say the least, pitiful. If Christi- 
anity can sanction War, and running with the tide of 
popular world-kingdom powers, unsheath the sword 
in order to smash the sword, then it is that crises are 
engendered—and the law of love goes by the board, 
But the Divine order comes by slow processes of 
evolution, and sometimes by the noisy and rapid 
processes of revolution; and although the ancient 
sacrifice stands sublime, and irrevocable, it is never- 
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theless true in the midst of this dangerous situation 
that one’s mind reels in the face of the most difficult 
proposition, that love is a greater force than War, 
and is the only basis upon which the reconstruction 
of human society can be built, and the foundations 
laid for the coming of the new world which is 
to be. 


The Verdict of Heathendom 


One of the most serious results of the War is 
found in the effects upon missions in all parts of the 
world. When the Chinese Native Press calls Europe 
un-Christian, it is chanting no fable. Dare we 
answer the indictment? However cogent and well 
expressed are our arguments, civilisation and religion 
find themselves and all their baggage of sectarian 
ethics, both national and religious, in a morass; with 
War-lords, governments and pulpiteers in an inex- 
tricable méée, fighting like brave knights for high 
principles, and at the same time moralising on the 
pagan principle of the gamble of War. Broadsides 
shot from the superdreadnoughts of pseudo-atheistic 
science at missions have been popular, and trouble- 
some too, in most of the churches and lecture-rooms 
of the missions ever since the War commenced. The 
Chinese students ask, in all honesty, whether the 
prayers offered in the churches in Berlin, in the 
aisles of Westminster Abbey, in the churches in 
Canada and Australia, in the Vatican, among the 
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mosques of the Orient, in the temples of India, in 
the temples of Japan, and even amid the dances 
of the wild dervishes, can, or will, invoke, fortunately, 
the will or power of the High Supreme Deity in the 
behalf of its respective warring devotees. It, too, 
evokes dramas when educated Buddhist priests, clad 
in ancient regalia, with cap, cassock and beads, and 
sitting in their massive temples amid the weird 
litanies chanted at their gilded altars, artlessly assert 
that Christianity has, while in a state of unsound 
mind, “ committed suicide.” 


The Prussian Catchword 


More and more, however, it is burned in upon us 
that the life of England matters seriously to Europe 
and to the whole world. On the face of it, it is 
primd facie evident that a victory universal for 
Germany would spell out a world-disaster. “Who 
lives if England dies?” has a new, a deeper, and a 
wider meaning to us than ever before. Who stands 
if freedom fall? Germany’s armed theology of 
“ Weltmacht oder Niedergang,’ which in plain Anglo- 
Saxon means “world-domination or death,” was 
the prophetic Dead March in Nietzsche, played in 
mob-hypnosia, in the common cafés, beer-halls, 
munition factories, and even in the churches all 
over Germany. Strange, indeed, that this tense, ab- 
normal, erratic, and megalomaniac atheist Nietzsche 
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(who died in a madhouse at twenty-nine years of 
age) should catch with a sort of mass-contagion, or 
more. likely sheep-instinct, the high, simple, and 
home-loving communities in the homeland of Luther 
and Kant, and in the land above all others in Europe © 
which is most consanguineous in race and in ideals 
with the Anglo-Saxon peoples! It will be written | 
down in history that when Germany found her 
armed theology she lost her soul. At a single blow 
Germany smashed to pieces for long years to come 
her hopes of ever doing any effective colonisation in 
any colonies that may be perhaps left to her, or of 
winning any other smaller states to her régime. 
The “mailed fist” can never woo citizenship. It 
may impose brutal militarism a while, and “bleed 
white” its erstwhile slaves; but its doom is written. 
On the other hand, with what splendid and magnifi- 
cent loyalty have the colonies rushed, at call, and 
before she called, to the side of the Motherland in 
Britain! Facts tell. While Germany needs to be 
reminded in her hour of Pyrrhic victories, costly 
more than defeats a thousand times, that the great 
French rationalist, Renan, said, thirty years ago, 
“A Zollverein is not and never can be a father- 
land.” 


When God declares War ! 


But the paradox of Pan-Germanism is seen in its 
first achievements in the loss of all its colonies, and 
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in the creation in all the world of a new and solid 
anti-German national unit which is finished for ever 
with German “ Kz/tur,’ and will rank the lust and 
gamble for world-power of the Prussians with the 
Huns, Alarics, Goths and Vandals, and Hohenzollerns, 
who will yet learn that it was the love of power 
that consumed Czesar, and the love of luxury that 
destroyed Antony. -Soulless might needs to recall 
the lesson—when it comes to itself—that God 
humbled Pharaoh, not with mighty howitzers, but 
with mean things as frogs and lice. A microbe 
in the hands of God is greater than munitions in 
the arms of men. Israel was overthrown with grass- 
hoppers. The boasted splendour of Herod was 
buried with worms. The mighty power of Napoleon 
was broken on the plains of Russia with quiet, 
crystal snowflakes. And unless the scourge of 
Prussian militarism smashes itself, as it seems it will 
do, it will crumble like a tottering wall beneath the 
whirlwinds of the day of justice. 


‘‘Germany Must Lose her War’”’ 


The sense of gravity inspired by the War has 
deepened indeed. In the face, not only of this War, 
but of all the vast and complicated disorders of life, 
it becomes more and more evident that men and 
nations are powerless without God, and invincible 
with Him. It is so in individual experience. Ina 
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striking article which recently appeared in the New 
York ation, written by a notable Japanese scholar, 
there is much food for reflection. The writer, who 
is in sympathy with the Allies and their fight for 
freedom, describes the present War as one “ between 
morality and energy.” He was in Berlin for some 
time, and the impression made upon his mind by its 
new War-worship was revolting, and he says that it 
is only natural that Germany should lose her War. 

The article sums itself up in the following 
striking sentences: “I feel that it would be difficult, 
even impossible, to find here the spirit of sympathy, 
without whose endorsement physical phenomena, 
however great and enormous, could never become 
a living force to enrich and strengthen my own 
soul.” Then, over against this open, honest, Asiatic 
soul, seeking for a moral proof of ethical sincerity, 
the contrast is indeed great of the German philo- 
sopher Heine, who, in the face of the breakdown 
of civilisation, and referring to the vain prayers of 
a million weeping widows in the Central Empires 
alone, speaks sarcastically of prayer, thus: “ Das 
gualvoll uralte Rathsel und ein Narr wartet auf 
Antwort” — that torturing and eternal riddle to 
which only the fool expects an answer. 

When the revelation breaks in upon the residue 
of the truer life in Germany that their “ world- 
domination or death” catchword is the will-o’-the- 
wisp delusion of an unscrupulous and ambitious 
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militarocracy, headed by the most dangerous coup 
de thédire ever played by a Nero, or a would-be 
Napoleon, there will be some dramatic surprises for 
the already-doomed house of the Hohenzollerns ! 

When the iron hand of the military-cursed censor- 
ship is removed from its vain task of interdicting. 
and concealing the real facts in the world-war, and 
the peace-craving industrial millions in the Father- 
land shall awake from their splendid self-deception, 
—unless it be too late,—the acute crisis may root 
out.the poison which has blighted its religious life, 
has cast out the Bible, has withered free speech, and 
has deified Kaiserism. And then, perhaps, by the 
might of a new dynamic it may even yet turn the 
forces of its social and political and intellectual life 
to new and saner judgments! 


“« Art and eloquence 
And all the show o’ the world are frail and vain, 
To weep a loss that turns their lights to shade.” 


Fag-Ends and Soiled Stock of Civilisation 


In the great ensemble of argument, it is evident, 
with the common foe, as with the Allies, that there is 
a feeling of some considerable dubiety of conscience 
in the present anarchy of civilisation; and even with 
those who do not nourish any scruple of conscience 
there is the mind that is aware of a problem. The 
sacrificial rivers of the best blood in Europe is 
drenching the sod, It is bound to affect and 
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deteriorate the physique and the moral of the West. 
It will wither the life and discount the offspring of 
the next, the next, and the next crop of helpless 
infant derelicts that will be born in travail, and live 
in anguish, for succeeding generations; and then 
bequeath to its children the canker and the gall of a 
damnosa hereditas in the fag-ends and soiled stock 
of life that War inevitably leaves in its hellish wake ; 
and the analogy will hold, down even to minute 
particulars. 


The Great Delusion 


Before Fimzs, however, can be written at the end 
of the last clause in this sad chapter of human 
history, the rue and the euphrasy of it all will have 
changed geographies, wiped out proud traditions, 
overturned false philosophies, discovered the place of 
religion in the councils of the State, as well as in the 
individual home life. Otherwise there would be no 
value in the tremendous demonstration of the cata- 
clysmic overthrow of that pseudo-atheistic philo- 
sophy which, at such a cost, has blurred the 
vision of humanity to believe the lie that human 
society with all its passions and desires could be 
“vegenerated by gradual and deliberative processes of 
ethical and moral enlightenment,’ apart from the 
great fact of the human need and provision of the 
revealing, redemptive, recreative, and regenerating 
power of the Cross of Calvary, around which summit 
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of love and abyss of hate the hope of the redemption 
of human society must see the pilot star of its weal 
or woe. So, in the final analysis, our argument 
converges right here. The principle of life-problems 
being solved by love challenges a revaluation of life, 
and just as the family life, as the bond and basis of 
human society, is to be a window to humanity, in its 
formative and reformative functions, so must the 
nation, if it is to have any ethical vindication, recog- 
nise the absolute value and right of its soul and the 
absolute value and right of all other souls. If our 
religion led us to this point, we should never know an 
enemy, nor ever lose a friend. 


War-Gods hit Missions hard 


The general law, then, respecting just and mutual 
relationships does, by the laws of right discussion, 
imply equal rights for one and all. 

Whatever the future has in store in the gamble of 
the Great War—and the keenest eye breaks down at 
the nearest horizon—one hardly dares predict; but 
one solemnising thought impresses the leaders of 
Missions, and it is this. Never since the days of 
Constantine had mission fields been so fair and so 
full of potential life as when the hammer of Thor 
and the lightnings of the flaming war-gods hit 
missions such a stunning blow; and unless Christi- 
anity can explain itself according to its high and 
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sacred principles of love and justice, the churches, 
colleges, and classes will be covered with the 
blight and black-rot of a new and subtle brand 
of atheism which it will be difficult to weed out 
or eradicate. 


The Ultimate Test 


Amiel was a seer, and with the vision of a prophet 
voiced the Divine estimate when he said that the 
ultimate test of any system—social, religious, or 
political—was demonstrated in the man it produced. 
Here is the pivot upon which turns the whole value 
of ethics and religion. The twig of peace cannot be 
grafted upon the stem of an armoured fruit-sapling. 
Nor will the ideals of even the highest idealisms be 
reached in a day, or even a decade. 

As our Nation and Empire has arisen, with its 
brave Allies, in fighting for human liberties and 
sacred freedom, and is reaching its aims by such 
terribly exacting and sacrificial cost, so will the solu- 
tions of the problems of human federation be reached 
and solved, as one solved problem makes the way 
open more clearly for the solution of succeeding 
problems, until the goal is reached. So it is with the 
now unpopular propaganda of the Churches that are 
working for the solution of international problems by 
the peaceful methods of the principles of the Kingdom 
of God, which only need to be tested to be proved 
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that the Mount of Calvary has higher views than the 
plains of Thermopyle for the uplift of the human race 
and the ushering in of the newer age, which—unless 
this sin-blighted age has run out its sand-glass—has 
its Divinely sanctioned remedy for the redemption of 
the whole existing social life and the social order, 
and will give a new motif to vitalise its potential 
programme, and to send its salvage corps of a 
liberated and federated society out on its sublime 
mission in a new direction. : 


‘*Progress by Crisis” 


National righteousness may reach its ideals in the 
line of “progress by crisis”! In fact, history is 
crammed full of such instances. It seems that our 
sleeping earth can only be really awakened by shocks. 
Sometimes these come to nations in the accumulated 
judgments which they have heaped up upon them- 
selves, One now sees the situation in a truer 
perspective, though it certainly humiliates one in 
the processes of such thinking—but it is the soul 
awaking afresh to a new consciousness. Europe has 
sown to the wind and reaped a whirlwind. Any 
religion would be undivine, and would have to twist 
its neck and put a bias on its vision, if it did not 
interpret current human history in the light of some 


lVide World Conquest, by Frank D. Coop, King’s College, 
Cambridge, 
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Divine immanence shining its awful searchlight above 
the gloom and crisis of the present world-calamity. 

In lecture hall and classroom in the alert and 
transforming mission fields thinking men ask for light. 
Some wonder, with us, if Belgium (brave and im- 
perishable in her crucible) is receiving the judgments 
of Heaven for her unspeakable Congo atrocities. 
Students ask if brilliant and renaissant France is 
receiving her scourging to a point of conversion for 
her sins in escorting God out of the Congress. Can 
we allow ourselves, even though we see the splendid 
revival of a mighty Russia, to miss seeing that the 
baptism of fire and cloud for Russia may be her just 
and exact reaping for persecutions of the Jews and 
others? Nor could one scan without a sense of 
shame the march of current human history and not 
see the reasonableness of the Chinese press reminding 
us, in the hard, cold logic of facts, and oft as an 
anthem or dirge, of the British-Indian opium trade, 
with the origin and history of its causes and effects. 
We need to be reminded, to-day, “Zest we 
forget,’ that God has not yet stepped down from 
the Throne of His Moral Government of this 
world, 


If—— 


If “there is any sentiment that breathes through 
the whole course of our common national life with 
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more sweetness than another, it is the hope of the 
progress of mankind under the Christian ideal, which 
has been moving slow almost as evolution, but sure 
as time, towards the greater unity of races and 
nations. All the great ideals which have been at 
the basis of religion and political economy, the 
principle—that the interests of all nations are really 
one, and that the losses of one are the losses of all, 
and the gains of one become finally the gains of 
the whole; that selfish obstructions to trade and 
intercourse react at last against the power which 
places them, so that the most liberal will end by 
being the most prosperous—these conceptions have 
received their greatest impulse from religion.” 

These expressions of common feeling among in- 
dependent nations were not known to the classic 
world nor among the far-eastern civilisations ; nor are 
they even witnessed yet in their fullest sense in the 
domain that modern language calls Christendom. 
If the drift of all international policy had been in 
the direction of a common altruism, instead of a 
common rivalry heated to flaming point in the race 
for modern armaments—which in reality was war 
travailing out its appointed time—the “struggle for 
existence” excuse, now becoming the slogan of the 
belligerent forces, would never have needed expres- 
sion in a war-measure. The truth of the matter is, 
an apostate Christendom has lost even that which 
she boasted to have had. 
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At the Bar of History 


Whatever the verdict of civilisation will be as 
to the causes which led up to and precipitated 
this needless, cruel, and bitterly inhuman struggle 
—and the awful guilt seems to be written in 
blood-red indentures upon the Teuton War-lords 
and the criminal military despotism of the Hohen- 
zollerns—-one striking fact deepens with every 
day’s news the conviction in the minds of all 
thinking souls, that the utter folly and reckless 
wickedness of War settles nothing with a guarantee 
of permanent peace, and unanswerably demon- 
strates the absolute futility of its. course. In the 
face of the “ mighty will-to-war” policy, the peaceful 
and honourable methods of settling these inter- 
national and tangled complications such as the 
Allies, with Great Britain, strove to the last safe 
moment to bring about, were cruelly spurned. 

Dr. J. H. Garrison, M.A., one of the ablest and 
most judicial journalists in America, recently wrote: 
“ Militarism and autocracy must stand at the bar of 
history and give account for this awful war. A 
very small clique of militarists, backed up by az 
autocracy that does not look to the people for tts 
authority, plunged the world into War without a 
single excuse that will stand the test of history. 
They deserve the sentence of death and burial in a 
common grave.” But the one urgent and searching 
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question comes up again and again, and will not 
down—Why is it that in this Twentieth Century 
the nations are yet so far below the standard of 
the Christian ideal, where, if there were mutual faith 
and nations were of one mind, it would “cause wars 
to cease” in all the world? The answer is shown 
in the utter collapse of merely professional and 
hierarchical Christianity. It would seem that 
neither diplomacy nor the keen statesmanship of 
War Office experts has been able to probe to the 
actual realities of things as clearly as do the men 
in the trenches and the mothers and wives in the 
war-darkened homes. “The War has shocked us 
to a new and awakening line of conviction that we 
must think out far more thoroughly what would be 
involved in a world-state whose ultimate sanctions 
were mutual trust and goodwill as between the 
component nationalities,” ! 

It is well that on this tremendous moral issue the 
views of the Churches, despite their delinquencies, 
are being, not only expressed, but taken into 
account; and it is equally hopeful that the longer 
the War goes on, enlarging, embittering, and para- 
lysing as it goes, the clearer will become the focus 
in the minds of the people at home, as among the 
soldiers in the trenches, who will have something to 
say tn the vote when the War ts over, that war is a 
damnable reversion to the unanswerable crime of 

1 Vide Christ and Peace, pp. 55, 56, Henry T. Hodgkin. 


30 THE ANARCHY OF ETHICS 


international fratricide. This argument becomes 
more and more convincing as it is seen that War 
per se truly settles nothing, but increases smoulder- 
ing hates for succeeding generations, and inspires 
still more scientific and frightful adaptabilities for 
mutual human destruction. 


A New and Juster Solution 


The new impulse which has been built into life 
and character, at such a tremendous cost, is moving 
the world to see in a new and truer perspective the 
dim outline of some new and saner federal principles 
which (maybe at the close of the War), when the 
new and united Europe is re-mapped out on 
nationalistic lines, and under new and juster federal 
principles, will put an end to armed conflict once 
and for ever. If this is so—and the torn, bleeding 
world needs it more than anything else—there 
would be some compensation for this unspeakable 
conflict. 

The world’s parliaments are proving to us 
toto that the War will not be stamped out by argu- 
ment. Peace conferences die in the mind unless 
lived out in practice. Economic considerations in 
Germany, as in the markets of the Allies, have not 
proved able to create any actual compelling force. 
Writers in our current magazines remind us that mere 
disgust may sicken us of War for a generation, but 
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it cannot encompass its final overthrow. The nega- 
tive protests against its inhumanity and its horrors 
have not—at least with the soul-dead but military- 
intoxicated Prussian armies—availed to ameliorate 
its conditions, and seem to be only the more futile 
in stemming its course. It is, therefore, the osztive 
message that is needed which will recover lost 
faith in nations, discover the new hope for human 
fellowships, and. make the application of the prin- 
ciples of the good of the one, as the good of each 
and all, the vital and controlling principle for the 
united good of the body corporate—then, and not 
till then, shall we liberate our life from the sad 
casuals and misfits of a civilisation which, even yet, 
is rooted and grounded on a pagan conception of 
life, and which has, until it has committed the 
crime of crimes, sanctioned the medieval law that 
the principle of force is the ultimate principle 
upon which the universe rests. Speaking to the 
undeniable and actual difficulties with which such 
a propaganda is assailed, one prominent writer in 
Europe states: “From examination of the world as 
it is, it is rational to conclude that the person or the 
community that followed the promptings of tender- 
heartedness, totally ignoring the promptings of hard- 
heartedness, would be swept from the face of the 
earth, The only consideration, therefore, that could 
make all passive and active antagonisms appear 
iniquitous, would be the belief that there was 
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some power—transcendent, immanent through that 
instrument—to subdue the world to itself.” 

So it is that all soft idealisms, all the poets’ distant 
far-off Divine events, all slow and evolutionary pro- 
cesses, and even progress by crisis, seem to be a 
mockery and only revolt us. War ts the curse of 
mankind. Tf, therefore, in the nature of things, War 
is morally wrong, tt follows by the easiest sequence 
that what is morally wrong never can be politically 
vight. Even those who assert that War is possibly 
right, at the same time acknowledge its wrong. In 
the light of these facts, then, to do right and wrong 
at the same time cannot possibly have a final 
justification. So the demand is reasonably clamant 
for another solution of the problem. 

The question, then, is serious; it is, indeed, 
urgent, and presses upon us with more than ordinary 
claims. When the Hun is at the gate, and the 
sacred liberties and dignities of home and principles 
of human freedom are imperilled, the thought, quick 
as lightning, and just as Heaven’s first law of defence, 
rises to challenge the faith and the fire within us; 
and it requires a certain other-worldliness and extra- 
ordinary attitude to allow the lawless one to insult. 
wife and child, unless he does it over the slain body 
of the defender of the home. Still the Cross of 
Calvary stands with its sacrificial challenge and its 
will to win, break, bend, and turn even the brute 
into a thinking soul, unless, indeed—and here is the 
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crux of the argument against Germany—unless there 
is no soul left; and then the alternative is simply 
this: a wolf cannot reason, therefore maim and 
destroy him, and fulfil the law of justice and the 
demands of common sense in a capital punishment. 
A note from the diary of a dead Prussian officer 
says: “Germany headed for the rocks when she 
aimed, not to be a nation, but a mechanism, and 
succeeded in her aim. She has become a rigid 
body, she has killed her soul.” 


The New Religion must be Moral 
towards God and Moral towards Men 


The great world-war has created new conditions. 
It has shaken the worldly and _ politico-religious 
Churches to a new consciousness. It is calling for 
a new and a truer theology, which is only new 
because it is being, through the slow processes 
of evolution, and sometimes in the noisy explosions 
of revolution, discovered afresh as the original and 
final panacea for the evils of the world.. Why should 
the agonies of Calvary, enacted in the tragedy of 
A.D. 33, be revived in the crucifixion afresh on earth’s 
battlefields of the world’s Redeemer? The ineffable 
tragedy of it all, while driving millions to the 
despair of a cold and negative philosophy, is, on the 
other hand, working with deep conviction in the 
minds of many the thought that, even in and through 
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the War some Divine mystery will be revealed for 
human good; for the love of God as well as the 
wrath of man mingle often in the abolition of human 
ills. If, therefore, in this Great War there is a 
mighty alchemy, transmuting in its fires the base 
metal of human experience into the purer currency 
of faith, there may be some solace and some hope. 

The high challenge is up to the leaders of the 
Churches, and it is calling loudly and with a poignant 
claim and urgency for them to grapple with a new 
moral earnestness the problems which are hers to 
solve, with a religion which is moral towards God 
and moral towards men, in the regeneration of 
‘human society. There is both a mystic and a very 
practical meaning in all this. When the Church 
rises to an adequate apprehension of this fuller 
meaning, and is converted to assert the eternal 
rather than the temporal, it will move on a bit, and 
recover and discover itself in the moving. 


God is in the Crisis! 


The break-down of civilisation is surely the pro- 
phecy of the enthronement of righteousness. God’s 
prophets always catch the morning horizons, and 
are seers even in hope’s midnight gloom. There 
may be no cataclysmic interference on the part of 
God in this War, and the nations may be left to 
themselves to fight it out, until war destroys war. 
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Nor can the War end until the corporate nations, 
like the prodigal, come to themselves and square 
their theories of value anew on the lines that see the 
good of one as the good of each and all. It may 
be we are nearing the era where allied factories, 
federated industries, and the Exztente Cordiale of a 
mutual social faith and hope and love, building on 
the GOSPEL OF CHRIST, will aid to plan and build 
the deep and truer foundations of the new City of 
God, which is the vision of the prophets, the prayers 
of the people, and the sum of life’s immortal hope. 
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